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REPORT.
Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth,
Boston, January 16, 1856.
To the Corporation :—
Gentlemen,— The Trustees who have had charge
of this institution are happy to state that it has en-
joyed a year of prosperity, and met with a season
of satisfactory success.
At the beginning of the year 1855, there were
twenty-nine pupils, of whom twenty-five were sup-
ported by the State, and four by their friends. Dur-
ing the year, there have been received twenty-two
State and eight private pupils, making fifty-nine
in all. Of these, ten State and three private pupils
have been discharged, and one State pupil has died,
leaving now in the School forty-five ;— supported by
the State, thirty-six ; by friends, nine.
At the last meeting of the Corporation, January
9, 1855, the School had been but recently removed
from its very uncomfortable and narrow quarters, on
First Street, to a more commodious house, which,
however, though the best that could be procured,
was not suited for the permanent accommodation of
the establishment.
It was necessary, therefore, to take measures for
procuring a site and building, or buildings, for the
School, which would be adapted to its wants, and be
its own, for ever.
It was resolved to seek additional aid from the
State. A committee was appointed by the Trustees
and the Corporation, who presented the subject to
the Legislature, and urged it before the committee
of that body to whom it was referred. A large major-
ity of the members of both the Senate and the House
visited the School at South Boston, and expressed
themselves satisfied with its purpose and usefulness.
After a careful examination of the whole subject,
the Legislature, with a praiseworthy liberality and
unanimity, granted the sum of twenty-five thousand
dollars, on the condition that the friends of the insti-
tution should raise and contribute the sum of five
thousand dollars, for the purpose of furnishing the
building. The terms and conditions of this grant
are stated in the preamble and resolve of the Legisla-
ture.
This has been called an " extraordinary grant,"
and, if taken in a commendatory sense, the term is a
fitting one. Massachusetts has taken the lead in
many works of beneficence, as common schools, hos-
pitals for the insane, asylums for the blind, and the
like ; and each of her early appropriations was con-
sidered " extraordinary " by some, though now uni-
versally commended. She has taken the lead in
establishing a School for Idiotic Children, and her
lead is now being followed by other States.
Besides her annual appropriations, now continued
during eight years, she last year made an extraordi-
nary appropriation for a permanent establishment of
a School, which she had been encouraging, though
cautiously, as an experimental one. The grant was
made by men who had taken extraordinary pains to
satisfy themselves, by personal inspection and exam-
ination of the institution and its inmates, that it was
doing a work of humanity, and deserved the future
aid of the State.
The Legislature of the State of New York had
granted the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars for
a similar purpose. And it would be indeed extra-
ordinary if Massachusetts should be behind any State
in making suitable provision for a class of unfortu-
nates, as soon as it was shown that their sad condi-
tion could be greatly ameliorated by any means at
her command.
The Trustees appointed a committee, consisting
of Messrs. Samuel Hoar, William Minot, and S. G.
Howe, to raise the money required by the condition
of the act. And they succeeded in doing so within
the time specified. The subscription was started by
a munificent donation of three thousand dollars,
tendered too in a hearty spirit which gave it addi-
tional value, and it was filled up by the solid and
liberal men of Boston. The Governor drew his
warrant for the twenty-five thousand dollars. And
the whole was paid to the Treasurer of this Corpora-
tion, as will be seen in his report.
At an early day, the Trustees appointed a commit-
tee to select and purchase a site, and to make the ar-
rangements, for the building. The committee at first
sought for some building that had been erected for
other purposes, and which, not being used or wanted,
might be obtained for a lower sum than the cost, and
be altered so as to suit their purpose. But being un-
6able to succeed in this, they turned their attention to
South Boston, where they purchased a suitable site
between L and M Streets, extending from Eighth to
Ninth Streets, near the Point, so called.
This site borders on the sea, and therefore affords
a good opportunity for salt-water bathing, which is
deemed an important element in the arrangement of
the School. The land is also bounded on three of its
sides by streets, and on the fourth by land now un-
occupied, and probably to remain so for years to
come. It is therefore isolated, and cannot be dis-
turbed by near neighbors or buildings.
A committee, consisting of Messrs. S. G. Howe,
Edward Jarvis, and J. Elint, was appointed, with
full power to provide a suitable building. This
committee has made considerable progress, of which
a minute report will be made. The building will
probably be ready for occupancy by midsummer of
this year.
The State, in granting five thousand dollars a year
for the support of this institution, made a condition
that it should receive, board, and educate thirty poor
children whom the Governor should recommend. It
will be seen that the Trustees have not limited their
receptions to this number, but have usually exceed-
ed it, and have taken as many as they could support.
This condition of supporting thirty poor pupils for
the five thousand dollars a year, was made when the
cost of living was much less than it is now, or has
been during the last two years; and it was then
thought that this sum was no more than sufficient for
the purpose. The great advance, however, in the
prices of provisions, groceries, wages, labor, &c,
rendered it necessary to depend on the profits from
the private pupils for the fulfilment of the conditions
of the grant on the part of the institution. But as
it was thought that this expansion of prices was due
to temporary causes, and could not therefore continue
long, the burden was cheerfully borne. And yet, not-
withstanding the abundance of the productions of the
earth, the high prices of provisions remain as before,
and the cost of supporting the State pupils is, and will
be, beyond the compensation granted ; and it will still
be necessary to depend on the profits from the paying
pupils to enable the institution to accomplish all that
is required by the Commonwealth.
These private pupils have been offered to, and re-
ceived by, this institution during the whole period
of its existence, even in its earlier experimental form.
And, without doubt, they will still continue to be
offered ; forfthere are many children of such defective
minds throughout the whole country, and in every
class of society, — among the prosperous and the
wealthy, as well as the poor. And these cannot be
educated except under such influences and by such
means as this School affords.
These infirm children are not increasing in num-
ber proportionate to the population, but the report
of what is done for them in this and similar institu-
tions has gone abroad, and the knowledge of their
doings and success is widely diffused. The public
attention is thereby more and more roused and di-
rected to the state and wants of these poor, feeble-
minded youth, and to the possibility of elevating
them from their low condition to a higher and hap-
pier one. A large and an undue proportion of these
are the sons and daughters of poverty. These are,
and they must be, the wards of the body politic, and
8obtain what training they may receive through the
public treasury. But besides these there are many
who are the children of the more comfortable and
the more wealthy classes. Their parents are now
seeking more and more for the means of educating
them ; they are offering them to this and other and
similar schools, and are able and willing to pay the
entire cost, and even somewhat more.
Yet, even with these aids from private pupils, the
establishment could not be sustained if it were
obliged to pay all its expenses, and for all services
which it receives ; but this is not the case, for all the
service and labor of general superintendence has been
rendered gratuitously by Dr. Howe, who has given
his daily care and watchfulness, laid all the plans,
supervised its operations, and managed its interests
with unceasing faithfulness and success. All the
medical services, the immediate care of the sick, and
the general supervision of health have also been given
gratuitously, by one of the Trustees. These two
items of service, which elsewhere are among the most
important and burdensome in the bill of expenses,
have, in this institution, from the beginning in 1845
to the present time, cost nothing.
The provision of a new building and ground, from
the grant of the State, with superior accommoda-
tions, will enable the institution to take more private
pupils, and offer more and stronger inducements to
the wealthier class to send their feeble-minded chil-
dren here to receive their education. This will put
the institution in a more prosperous condition, and
establish it so securely and on so broad a foundation
that it is to be hoped it will be justified in employing
a Superintendent of high character, who will give
it his undivided attention, and insure it an enlarged
usefulness and prosperity.
Mr. Alexander Macdonald, the Resident Superin-
tendent and principal teacher, has discharged his
duties in a satisfactory manner.
Mrs. Macdonald, the efficient and faithful matron,
has continued to give her acceptable and successful
service to the domestic charge of the house and
School. The other teachers have co-operated with
the Superintendent in his plans ; and all connected
with the administration have worked harmoniously
together, to promote the benevolent object of the in-
stitution.
By all these means the School has met with a sat-
isfactory share of success, and has fixed itself more
and more in the hearts of the people. Its means
of educating and elevating the weakest and most de-
pendent of our children seem to be established as one
of the wants of the community ; so that its exer-
tions cannot be relaxed, nor its influence diminished,
without disappointing the hopes and increasing the
sufferings of many families of every class in our
Commonwealth.
The Trustees have made frequent visits and close
inspection of the School and its inmates. They have
had striking and gratifying proofs of the change and
improvement which have taken place in the habits,
in the appearance, and the deportment of the pupils,
and they wish they could impart to the public the
entire faith they have in the present and prospective
usefulness of this establishment. This, however,
owing to a general but false impression that idiots
are incapable of improvement, cannot well be done,
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unless persons will take pains to satisfy themselves
by personal examination of the School. This the
Trustees request them to do.
While the Trustees, the Corporation, and the
friends of this charity would be grateful for all that
it has received, and all that it has been enabled to
accomplish in the past, they will still earnestly com-
mend it to the favor of a benevolent Providence, by
endeavoring to deserve its blessing. And they would
still bespeak for it the fostering care and support of
the State and people, in the confidence that no aid,
encouragement, nor sympathy shall be wanted to in-
sure its continued and increasing prosperity and use-
fulness, until it shall be established as the principle
and the custom of our people, that every child of
feeble intellect shall be educated to the extent of his
capacity, in a school suited to his mental condition,
as certainly as the children of stronger minds are in
the common and higher schools, which are cheerfully
and liberally provided for them in every town and
district of the State.
Massachusetts will thus carry into practical opera-
tion the eminently Christian maxim, that no one in
human likeness shall be beyond her fostering care.
SAMUEL ELIOT,
SAMUEL HOAR,
ROBERT W. HOOPER,
S. G. HOWE,
EDWARD JARVIS,
WILLIAM MINOT,
SAMPSON REED,
BARNAS SEARS,
0. PUTNAM BACON,
JOHN FLINT,
JOSEPH REYNOLDS,
STEPHEN M. WELD,
EDWARD JARVIS, Secretary.
In behalf
of the
Corporation.
In behalf
of the
State.
REPORT
OF THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.
Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth,
Boston, January, 1856.
To the Trustees : ;
—
Gentlemen,— The general course of events in our
humble household of feeble-minded youth has been
as regular and quiet during the past year as during
the foregoing ones. Your kind concern for its wel-
fare has kept you familiar with its condition ; to you,
therefore, nothing need be said in a report, save a
yearly " All 's well."
It is not so, however, with others. There are the
numerous families from which our pupils come ; and
there are thousands besides, whose tender interest
in some unfortunate half-developed child or relative
makes them watch the result of our labors with keen
anxiety. Then there is the great, kind-hearted, but
doubting public, which needs to be assured again and
again, that even the poor idiot, suffering as he does
the consequences of some violated law of God, is not
beyond the saving reach of other divine laws which
promise improvement as the sure return of every
kind of cultivation.
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This School was founded upon deep faith in those
laws,— upon conviction that the love and wisdom of
our Heavenly Father are manifest, not only in those
gifted ones who seem fashioned most nearly in His
likeness, but may be traced even in the broken frag-
ments of humanity, which should therefore be care-
fully gathered up, that nothing be lost which His
sanctifying fingers have touched.
There is everywhere room for work ; there is ca-
pacity for improvement in every organism during its
growth and development ; and when these are past,
there are means for securing what has been gained,
and preventing relapse and premature decay.
The experience of the past year, in our School,
confirms that of former years, and shows the rule to
be, that young idiots have great capacity for improve-
ment in their bodily condition, in their habits, man-
ners, minds, and morals, and that the exceptions to
it are very few. Even these few, however, if better
understood and more skilfully treated, might prove
to be no exceptions to the law of improvability of all
created beings, during their period of growth and
development. Or they might reveal a provisional
and merciful clause in the law, to wit, that where
the original defect or supervened derangement of the
organization is so great as utterly to pervert the main
functions of life, then a process of decay sets in and
forbids the being from long cumbering the ground.
We know that other provisions of the kind exist,
as where mechanical injury of some great organ pre-
vents the performance of functions essential to the
well-being of other organs, when decay at once be-
gins and death soon follows.
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We know also, that in those cases of idiocy where
defective organization or deep-seated disease reveals
itself in severe and frequent epilepsy, or other affec-
tions indicating such shocks of the brain and ner-
vous system as necessarily bar their functions, then
the days of the sufferer are soon cut short. Nature
will not be utterly defeated, but prefers dissolution
to entire perversion of the purposes for which the
union of parts into a whole was made.
It has not been possible to receive all who have
applied for admission during the past year, because
there was not room for' them. The house has been
constantly full ; and more than the stipulated num-
ber of State beneficiaries has at all times been in it.
As soon as the new building (for Which the State
has made appropriations) is ready, more pupils can
be received, and the sphere of the institution en-
larged. But as it becomes more widely known, and
the improvement of the pupils more generally ac-
knowledged, new cases will be brought forward, and
it is easy to see that the means now provided will
not long suffice.
It is to be noted, also, that there is the greatest
reluctance on the part of parents and guardians to
remove those pupils whose term has expired, partly
because they think they are better here, and partly
because they dislike to resume the care and respon-
sibility. This is especially true of the most unfor-
tunate children,— of the lowest idiots. There are
some who cannot be properly treated in any ordinary
family, or prevented from relapsing into a more de-
plorable condition. Besides the care and anxiety
which they occasion, they need an amount of watch-
14
fulness and personal attention which cannot be af-
forded by families depending for support upon the
labor of its members.
We sometimes find, indeed, wonderful exceptions,
where the mother's love renews the miracle of the
widow's cruise, and with no means but the work of
her hands provides food and raiment for idiot chil-
dren, whom she watches over by day and by night,
and cherishes as the dearest object on earth.
This rare and beautiful devotion springs not from
the mere maternal instinct which makes the dam
also love her young, but is sometimes found, like
a gem of purest ray, in a noble woman, who sacri-
fices tastes and inclinations all the days and years of
her youth to a child who is repulsive, and offensive
even, to others, and who has not sense enough to
know her who crucifies herself daily for his sake.
Surely such women make manifest the heavenly
capacities of our nature, which spring from sources
deeper down in the bosom of humanity than those
which give difference of sex. Such cases, however,
must be considered as exceptional, at least in the
present condition of society. Parents may have love
enough, but they have not power enough, to support
a family as. it should be supported and educated,
when burdened with one or more who grow in stat-
ure and bodily want, but remain in helpless mental
infancy. Besides, idiots are not usually born of
parents who are highly gifted in any way.
It is clear, then, that, with an increasing number of
sufferers, and with an awakened sense of public duty,
the question will soon come up in a pressing form,
What shall be done with those idiots who are past
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the age of childhood, and past the hope of improve-
ment. They will not be allowed to go unprovided
for, and with the growing tendency to wise classifi-
cation they will hardly be admitted to asylums for
the insane.
This is a difficult matter, and whatever measures
are taken with respect to it should be taken with the
greatest caution. Especially should men take heed
lest the zeal of benevolence lead to unwise action.
It should be borne in mind, that establishments con-
gregating for life persons of a common infirmity
can be warranted only by stern necessity ; that they
would be evils, unless warding off what would be-
come greater evils. It should be remembered, too,
that idiocy is a penalty for violated law ; that in the
scheme of Providence it is correctional, and, to have
its full effect, should fall directly upon individuals,
and only indirectly upon the public. It may be found
in most cases, that the share of the burden which
the public assumes may be most effectually done by
giving partial relief to individuals, and leaving adult
idiots who are harmless scattered in the commu-
nity.
Though this question of the final disposition of
idiots is one for the future, yet it concerns this in-
stitution now so far as to call for a declaration that
it is no part of its purpose to afford an asylum for
life to idiots ; that, however strong their claim may
be to a continuance here in the lack of any proper
place of refuge elsewhere, it cannot be admitted
without lessening the usefulness of the establishment
as an educational one, and defeating some of the
purposes for which it was created.
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Indeed, the time has come when we must begin to
act upon this policy, and to dismiss those who have
been here from five to seven years, in order to make
room for others. It will require much firmness to
resist the strong appeals which will be urged by the
tender interest of some parents, and the selfishness
of others. Already during the past year we have
been obliged to dismiss some, and several more will
have to be discharged during the present year.
In view of these cases, it is often asked, and some-
times asked in a disparaging spirit, whether the im-
provement made by our pupils is not liable to be
lost after they leave the School. The answer to this
involves many considerations.
Any real good, of any kind, given or received, is
secure, and, like time past, is irrevocable; a part
only of its good effects are more or less lasting, ac-
cording to after modes of life.
It is to be remembered that there is now and then
a child who is neither an idiot nor even a simpleton
by nature, but who, owing to great tardiness of men-
tal development is misunderstood and gets to be con-
sidered an idiot, and who, if neglected or ill treated,
will remain in the category for life. Such a child
may be rescued if placed in a special school. We
have had such cases, and in them the good effects
remain.
There are other children, who stand on the divid-
ing line, as it were, between simpletons and those who
have barely sense enough to take care of themselves.
The common modes of instruction and training can-
not be applied to them ; they need special instruction,
and if they do not receive it, and if besides they are
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ill treated, they grow up simpletons, and remain so
for life. Children of this class are greatly improved
by a course of training in a special school, and they
will generally retain what they have gained. Several
such have passed through our School.
Then there are the downright simpletons, who,
though still above the idiot, must remain for life
dependent upon the guidance of others. Children of
this class also receive great advantage from the
course followed here. Girls especially are trained to
household work, and become useful. With a little
kind care and oversight from some friend, they may
continue to be useful, and even improve, after they
leave the School.
Then there are the positive idiots, of various grades
of intellect, from mere foolishness to utter idiocy, and
of various shades of character, from harmless silliness
to dangerous ferocity. Upon these unfortunates the
effects of training are of course less lasting.
Ordinary persons, upon leaving childhood, leave
childish things ; they commence independent individ-
ual existence, and may not only keep themselves up
in the high place to which careful mental and skilful
training has brought them, but retain the upward
impulse through life. This, however, cannot be ex-
pected of the idiot. He grows old, but he is always
an infant ; he must be always in leading-strings, and
if neglected will fall.
No intelligent and discreet advocate for schools for
idiots has pretended that they could change the
nature of this class of pupils, and convert them into
intelligent and self-guiding individuals. Such ex-
pectation or hope has indeed been expressed by in-
3
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discreet or over-zealous friends ; but they harm the
cause, because sure to be disappointed.
An idiot of this class must ever remain an idiot
;
and one characteristic of his idiocy, as was just said,
is an utter inability to attain independent individual
existence and self-guidance. But another character-
istic is, that, while he has the capacity for improve-
ment, he has also, when left to himself, a strong
tendency to greater and greater disturbance in his
faculties,— to more and more development of the
animal propensities, which at last become rampant,
and prevent all development of his higher faculties,
until he becomes quite brutish.
Now it should be considered that the five or seven
years (that is, from seven or eight until fifteen or
sixteen years of age) which they pass in the institu-
tion is the period in which they are developing
character most rapidly, and in which, of course, the
danger of brutish and degrading habit is greatest. If
this period is passed safely over, and good habits are
formed, the effect is likely to last a long time. It is
the period, too, when they begin to be most difficult
of management by their mothers ; and at the end of
which they often become ungovernable, and often
a torment, a dread to the household. Or if for
the gentleness and kindness of woman man's rude
strength is substituted, and the idiot is subdued and
kept cowed by stripes and by fear, it will be worse
for him ever after. It is very important, therefore,
that the child should be kept under entire control
and strict discipline during this period, not only
that good habits may be formed, but bad ones pre-
vented. There is, beyond a peradventure, great gain
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in this respect by his residence in a good insti-
tution. When he leaves it, he is usually docile,
orderly, cleanly, and decent in his deportment, and
with ordinary care he can be kept so.
The institution then positively improves the idiots
during the time of their pupilage ; it fits them for
further improvement at home ; and it renders them
less liable to wretchedness, and better fitted for some
little degree of usefulness and happiness. In doing
this it discharges its duty to them, for it never pro-
posed to afford them an asylum for life, or to absolve
others from their duty to these children of misfor-
tune, for children they must ever be.
It is true, as before stated, that the idiot, being by
his very nature incapable of independent individual
existence and self-support, will need to have special
friendly guidance and protection after he leaves the
School ; and if he lacks these, though his acquired
habits will help him for a while, he will be liable to
relapse into brutishness. But even in this respect
the institution has been doing him good, by drawing
the attention of the public to his condition, by show-
ing how he may be improved and elevated, and by
teaching a lesson of duty and humanity, which in a
community like ours is never lost. If the School
were to be closed to-morrow, the fact that it had ex-
isted, and shown what could be done for idiots, would
not fail to be of benefit to that unfortunate class.
The general standard of health has been as high
during the year as could be expected, when the con-
stitutional organization of the inmates is considered.
They generally come of poor stock. Their bodies
are of loose lymphatic texture, with little of the in-
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terlacing fibre which gives strength and endurance.
They lack original vital force. The springs of life
are weak. The blood is propelled sluggishly. The
functions go on feebly ; and when obstructed or de-
ranged they recover themselves with difficulty. This
is the general characteristic.
Then some have positive defects in the bodily or-
ganism, and, like machines in which some wheel, or
cog, or spring is wanting, or badly formed, can never
get on regularly and well ;— they are subject to fits
and starts, and frequent derangement.
Others again have strong tendency to some pecu-
liar form of disease, which the least irregularity of
diet or mode of life is apt to bring out.
Considering these things, the health of the inmates
has been satisfactory. No death has occurred in the
establishment. One little girl who went home at
vacation, apparently in good health,— indeed one of
the most active and hardy pupils,— was seized at
home with acute disease of brain, and died.
The diet of the pupils is so simple and uniform,
and they are so closely watched, that a surfeit is
hardly possible, and thus the most prolific source of
illness is cut off. Then strict attention is paid to
cleanliness and to exercise. They breathe pure air,
and are little exposed to colds, so that acute diseases
seldom occur.
The immediate management of the School and of
the household has been in the hands of the persons
whose services in previous years have had your ap-
proval. They have given equal satisfaction during
the past year.
The Steward's department has been managed with
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discretion and economy. All bills and vouchers have
been regularly audited by the Auditor, and all ac-
counts strictly examined before being paid by the
Treasurer. The schedules and inventories of effects
are duly made out.
With hearty commendation of the interests of this
unfortunate class to the Trustees, the Corporation,
and the public, this imperfect Report is respectfully
submitted, by
S. G. HOWE.
REPORT
OF THE RESIDENT SUPERINTENDENT.
Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth,
Boston, January 16, 1856.
To S. G. Howe, General Superintendent :—
The following is a general summary of the statis-
tics of the School for 1855, viz. :—
Number of State pupils, January 7, 1855, 25
" " private pupils, " " 4
" " State pupils admitted during the
year, 22
" " private pupils admitted during
the year, .... 8
— 59
Number of State pupils discharged during the
year, . . . .10
" " private pupils discharged during
the year, . . . .3
Death, State pupil, .... 1
— U
Present on the 31st December, 1855, . . 45
36 State and 9 private pupils.
Of those admitted during the past year, five of the
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State and four of the private pupils had been dis-
charged, or left the School ; and should, perhaps,
have been more properly classified as cases of re-
admission. One State and one private pupil were re-
discharged, and are classed among those discharged.
The average number of private pupils for the year
has been over eight ; of State pupils, nearly thirty-one.
Of those who were discharged, nine were improved
;
four were susceptible of little if any improvement,
being more insane than idiotic ; and one, though
improving rapidly, needed the constant care of a
mother, on account of great bodily weakness. There
has been but one death, that of Martha Heard.
Of those at present connected with the School, ten
are dumb ; seven use a few words, less than twenty
and the rest form simple sentences of two and three
words. Three read words of two syllables ; six can
read simple stories ; six can count five ; sixteen can
count more than five ; ten add simple numbers and
can subtract simple numbers ; five have learned a
part of the multiplication-table ; two have learned
the whole of it ; and one can perform examples in
simple division.
Two geography classes, of five pupils each, have
been studying for some months ; and one class is so
far advanced as to answer general questions.
ALEXANDER MACDONALD.
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REPORT OF
Dr. The Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded
1855, Jan. 26.
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' " 7
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' Oct. 11
i it 11
I it 26
I it 27
1 Nov 3.
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18 56, Jan. 1
To Cash paid D. L. Bradford, Steward, Audi-
tor's draft,
Notes receivable, on interest,
paid D. L. Bradford, Auditor's draft,
" Note to Globe Bank, $ 1,000,
and interest, $ 33.33,
" D. L. Bradford, Auditor's draft,
Notes receivable, on interest,
paid D. L. Bradford, Auditor's draft,
a a a <(
Notes receivable, on interest,
paid D. L. Bradford, Auditor's draft,
" " John W. Brown, Esq.,
" " D. L. Bradford, Auditor's draft,
Balance to new account,
.
$ 1,147.64
1,000.00
584.83
4,000.00
681.46
500.00
1,033.33
1,116.34
500.00
1,049.66
500.00
500.00
2,000.00
15,000.00
3,333.75
3,161.93
2,500.00
705.02
1,000.00
130.86
32.25
2,000.00
. 1,986.10
$44,463.17
I have examined the foregoing account, and find the same to be correct-
ly cast and vouched. J. A. Andrew, Auditor.
Boston, January 10, 1856.
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THE TREASURER.
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18.
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(( June 8.
(( July 12.
" Aug 13.
Youth, in Account with Stephen Fairbanks, Treasurer. Cr.
By Balance of old account, . .
. $364.19
By cash, Globe Bank, . . 1,000.00
" Commonwealth, 2d quarterly payment, 1,250.00
" John Boardman, for son, . .
. 25.00
" Mr. Dickinson, "... 75.25
" Charles Smith, " ... 207.85
" State of Rhode Island, . . . 150.00
" Mr. Mooney, for son, . . . 20.00
" Mr. Collingwood,"... 25.00
" John Boardman, " . . . . 15.00
" Mr. Mooney, "
. . . 16.88
" Ballard and Stearns, Donation, . . 1.19
" Mr. Mooney, for son, . . . 20.00
" Mr. Richmond, "
. . . 44.12
'
'
Donations from individuals to make up
the sum necessary to secure the ap-
propriation by the Legislature, . 5,400.00
" Commonwealth, 3d quarterly payment, 1,250.00
" William Ross, for son, . . . 114.42
" William Dickinson, " . . . 75.00
" Mr. Mooney, "... 20.00
" E. Dearing, "... 68.71
" R. C. Smith, "... 150.00
" F. Carpenter 65.00
" Notes receivable, on account, . . 500.00
" Commonwealth, 4th quarterly payment, 1,250.00
" Mr. Teasdale, for son, . . . 18.00
" William Ross, "... 100.00
" P. Dickinson, " . . . 75.00
" J. C. Perry, "... 125.95
" Notes receivable on account, &c, . 500.00
" » « " " . 2,000.00
" Commonwealth, grant for building, 25,000.00
" Mrs. Lee, 50.00
" R. C. Smith, for son, . . . 150.00
" Notes receivable on account, . . 500.00
" " " « . . 2,000.00
" Interest on money loaned, to 1st instant, 201.61
" F. Allen, for son, . . . 40.00
" P. Dickinson, « 75.00
" W. Boardman, " ... 50.00
" P. Carpenter, "..... 100.00
" William Ross, " ... 100.00
" W. Teasdale, " . . . . 20.00
" Commonwealth, 1st quarterly payment, 1,250.00
« " 28
((
Oct. 3
11
u
cc
u
Nov
cc
26
27
n Dec 13
156 Jan.
cc
1
10.
$44,463.17
Errors excepted.
Stephen Fairbanks, Treasurer.
Boston, January 10, 1856.
APPENDIX
Form of Questions to be answered by the Parents or Friends
of Applicants for Admission to the School.
What is the applicant's name and age ?
Please give the date of the birth.
Were the father and mother related by blood? and if so, in
what degree ?
Have there been any cases of insanity, epilepsy, idiocy, blind-
ness, deafness, or of any infirmity of body or mind, in the family
of the father or of the mother, or any among his near relations ?
If so, please to state what they were.
Do you know of any peculiarity of constitution, or of bodily con-
dition, in any of the relatives of the father or of the mother ? For
instance, are the members of either family consumptive or scrofu-
lous, or subject to salt-rheum, or eruptions of any kind ?
What manner of man was the father bodily ? That is, was he
strong and healthy, or weak and puny ?
What was his age at the time of the birth of the applicant?
Was he a person of average mental ability ?
What was his business or calling ?
What were his habits with regard to temperance ?
What manner of woman was the mother bodily ?
What was her calling ?
What were her habits with regard to temperance ?
At what age was she married to the father of the applicant ?
Was she a person of average mental ability ?
How many children has she had ?
How many before, and how many after, the birth of the appli-
cant ?
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How old was she when the applicant was born ?
Was there anything peculiar in the bodily or mental condition
of any of the other children ?
What was the state of the mother's bodily health during the
time she was pregnant with the applicant ?
Was she subject to any bodily injury, or disease, or to any ex-
traordinary mental emotions, as fright, grief, &c. ?
Was the child born at the full period of gestation ?
Were there any extraordinary circumstances attendant upon the
delivery ? If so, describe them.
What has been the general health and the bodily condition of
the applicant ?
At what period was it first observed that there was anything pe-
culiar about the applicant ?
Has there been observed, at any time since birth, anything pecu-
liar in the shape or condition of the head ?
Does the head now differ in shape or condition from the head of
ordinary persons of the same age ?
What is now the general health of the applicant ?
Is the applicant now subject, or has he ever been subject, to epi-
lepsy ?
What is now the weight of the applicant ?
What is now the height of the applicant ?
Is there any infirmity of body, or any striking peculiarity ?
How is the appetite for food and drink ?
Is the applicant active, vigorous, running about and noticing
things, or the contrary ?
What is the state of the sense of sight ? Is the eye bright or
dull ?
What is the state of the sense of hearing ? Is it quick or slug-
gish ?
Does the applicant show any sensibility to musical sounds ?
What is the state of the sense of smell ?
What is the state of the sense of taste ? Is the applicant par-
ticular about what he (or she) eats ; or will he (or she) swallow
things without regard to taste ?
Is he (or she) gluttonous ?
What are the habits of the applicant with regard to personal
cleanliness ?
Can the applicant talk, and, if so, like a person of what age ?
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Can he (or she) make a regular sentence, containing nouns,
verbs in the conditional mode, adjectives and adverbs, &c. ?
Does he (or she) use understandingly such words as or and if?
Please give several specimens of his (or her) mode of talking,
and be careful to put down the words exactly as he (or she) uses
them ?
Can he dress and undress himself ?
Can he feed himself ?
Does he use a spoon, or knife and fork ?
Can he tie his shoes in a regular knot ?
Can he do any work, and what kind ?
What are his personal habits ?
Does he hide, break, or destroy things ?
Does he get up in the night and wander about ?
Is he (or she) obedient ?
Does he (or she) come when called ?
Does he (or she) go astray ?
Is he (or she) passionate ?
Is he (or she) given to self-abuse, or masturbation ?
Has there been such watchfulness that you can be sure he (or
she) is free from all habits of self-pollution ?
Please state any facts that may show the peculiar character of
the applicant.
TERMS OF ADMISSION, &c.
The best age for admission is between six and twelve years.
The institution is not intended for epileptic or insane children,
nor for those who are incurably hydrocephalic or paralytic, and
any such will not be retained, to the exclusion of more improvable
subjects.
Children will be received upon trial for one month, at the end of
which time a report upon the case will be made to the parents.
Children must come well provided with plain, strong clothing,
and stout shoes for walking in any weather. They must be re-
newed as often as is necessary, at the expense of the applicants.
Those who tear and destroy their clothing must be provided with
garments made expressly for them, and of such form and texture
as not to be easily torn.
The children of indigent parents, in Massachusetts, will be re-
ceived gratis. For others, a charge will be made proportionate to
the trouble and cost of treating them.
Sufficient surety will be required for the removal of the pupils
whenever they may be discharged.
Persons applying for the admission of children as beneficiaries
of Massachusetts, should address the Governor. They must also
fill out certain blanks, the form of which is as follows : —
Form of Application for Beneficiaries in Massachusetts.
185 .
To his Excellency the Governor :—
Sir,— The undersigned, citizen of Massachusetts, and inhab-
itant of the town of , respectfully represents that his
30
son [or daughter],* named and aged years,
is so deficient in intellect that he cannot be taught in the Common
Schools, as other youth are ; and he therefore requests that your
Excellency would recommend him for admission as a pupil to the
Massachusetts School for teaching and training Idiotic and Feeble-
Minded Persons, as a State beneficiary.
Respectfully yours, .
The application should be accompanied by two certificates, in
the following form : t—
I.
185 .
I,
,
one of the selectmen of the town of
hereby certify, that, in my opinion, is not wealthy, and
could not well afford to pay $ 150 per year for the instruction of
at the School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Persons.
(Signed,)
.
II.
185 .
I,
,
citizen of Massachusetts, physician, and practi-
tioner in the town of hereby certify, that I have exam-
ined and find that he is not insane, but is so deficient
in mental ability that he cannot be taught in the Common Schools,
as others of his age are.
His bodily health is , and he has no cutaneous or
contagious disorder.
(Signed,)
.
N. B. The physician is earnestly requested to state, in writing,
his opinion of the cause of the person's mental deficiency ; to state
whether he is or has been epileptic ; also, to mention any organic
or functional peculiarity that he may have observed. It may be
greatly for the advantage of the person, that the physician should
send in writing a full and minute account of the case, with his own
thoughts and suggestions in regard to it.
* If a town pauper, the overseers of the poor may apply as for their ward.
t The same may he used in Bhode Island.
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If the applicant is admitted as a beneficiary, he must be provided
with a paper signed by two responsible persons, in form of a guar-
anty for removal, as follows : —
185 .
We, the undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts, and household-
ers in the town of , respectively pledge ourselves, that,
should be received into the Massachusetts School
for teaching and training Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, he
shall be kept properly supplied with decent clothing, that he shall
be removed during vacations, (if his removal be required,) and
that, whenever he shall be discharged, he shall be removed at
once, and the institution relieved from all responsibility for his
support.
(Signed,)
.
For further particulars, address Dr. S. G. Howe, Boston.
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